



Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of the Bayou Vermilion District 
Held at Vermilionville, 300 Fisher Road Lafayette Louisiana
 4:30 pm, June 24, 2020
Zoom Available 

Call to Order was given by President Minyard.  The meeting was called at 4:30 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance 

Roll Call: Given by the Secretary: Commissioners Robert Minyard, Thomas Michot, Catherine Comeaux, Ray Landry, and Calvin Leger, were present. Commissioners Kristie Cornell, and Jennifer Farr were on Zoom.  Commissioner Don McConnell, and Benjamin Richard were absent.  There was a quorum.
Approval of Minutes: MOTION: (R. Landry/T. Michot) Motion to accept the minutes from the May 27, 2020 regular meeting.  All were in favor.  Motion carried.
Introduction of Guest(s):  Guest: Brian Clary with Groupe Rochambeau. Staff: CEO Cheramie, Millicent Norbert, Kim Fournet, Wesley Davis, Anne Mahoney, Maegan Smith, Brady McKellar Jay Steiner, Stuart Keller, Austin Keller, Marcus Bergeron, Kayla Guidry, Grace Rentrop, Emile Ancelet.
Public Comment(s): Brian Clary addressed the board to discuss creating a mobile app for BVD to promote tourism.  This would put BVD/Vermilionville out to the world.  This would connect people to the natural resources, the culture, the language, which we all hold very near and dear to us.  BVD would become a stakeholder, no one else is doing this.  It is in line with BVD’s mission.  It would also allow BVD to take ownership geographically and build partnerships with businesses along the river.  This is important in economical development and cultural sustainability.  Mr. Clary sent an email to the Calvin Leger and he will send it out to the other board members.  This is just an introduction to the product, and it will be submitted to the correct committee.  BVD will get back to Mr. Clary in the future. 
President’s Report: President Minyard will skip his report and go to the CEO’s report.
CEO’s Report: Copies of CEO Cheramie’s report and coordinators reports (on file) were e-mailed to the commissioners. CEO sent out the latest version of the statement that staff has been working on, which is a very controversial issue.  Many staff members are present to talk about this issue.  President Minyard pointed out the letter to the commissioners from staff and asked to entertain a motion to go into executive session to discuss it.  It would be the commissioners and the CEO only in the executive session.  MOTION: (R. Landry/C. Leger) to have the board and CEO go into executive session to discuss the staff letter.  Commissioner Michot asked if the staff had statements.  The staff did not introduce themselves at the beginning of the meeting. Commissioner Comeaux wanted to know if the executive session would be on another day.  The answer was no, the board would go into executive session now.  The question was asked about the public meeting, President Minyard explained that items had to be discussed the dealt with letter from the staff and needed to be done in executive session.  Commissioner Michot still did not understand the why of the executive session.  President called for the question.  Commissioner Comeaux expressed her misunderstanding of calling an executive session, where would the staff go and for how long?  Commissioner Michot asked why not have the session later.  The reason to have the session now was because Commissioner Comeaux will be leaving at 5:30, thus having no quorum and ending the meeting.  The letter needs to be discussed with just the board and CEO.  The motion has been made, with a second, and the question has been called.  Staff started speaking without being recognized.  Discussion about not understanding continued.  Commissioner Landry explained that BVD is a taxpayer funded entity and this issue needed to be addressed with board and CEO.  The vote was called again.  
The vote was 3-2.  The board went into executive session and staff was asked to step outside.    
______________________                                                  ________________________

Robert Minyard, President                                                   Catherine Comeaux, Secretary

        

