Teaching Tip from
Vermilionville




What is a primary source?

Primary sources




Recall:




Primary Source Examples




Why use primary sources?

active learning.




Allows for application of higher
order thinking strategies




Why use primary sources?)

develop critical thinking skills.




“Tell me and | forget,
teach me and | may remember,

®

involve me and | learn.”

-Benjamin Franklin



http://www.quoteslike.com/quotes-from-ben-franklin-quotes/

Why use primary sources?

explore, handle, search &
question













A rebus-style "escorf card" from around

1865, fo be read as "May | see you home my
deAare"
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“Emoji Crossing the Delaware” by Emojinalarf.com




—

T

"h,ﬂa:,_
e, gl

.

Center for Louisiana Studies, http:#cls . louisiana.edu
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Photo Analysis Worksheet

Step 1. Observation

A.| Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual
items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.

B. | Usa the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.

People Objects Activities

Step 2. Inference

Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph.

A. | What guestions does this photograph raise in your mind?

B. | Where could you find answers to them?

Designed and developed by the
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration,
Washington, DC 20408
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https://louisianadigitallibrary.org/islandora/object/ull-lsa%3A352

TEACHER'S GUIDE

ANALYZING PHOTOGRAPHS %@

& PRINTS

Ask students to identify and note details.
Sampile Questions:

Describe what you see. -~ What do you mnotice first? -
‘What people and objects are shown? - How are they
arranged? - What is the physical setting? - What, if
amy, words do you see? - What other details can yvouw

zaal

FURTHER INVESTIGATION

Guide students with the sample questions as they respond to the

primary source. Encourage them to go back and forth between
the columns; there is no correct order.

REFLECT

Encourage students to generate and test
hypotheses about the source.

Why do you think this image was made? - What's
happening in the image? - When do you think it

was made? - Who do youw think was the audience for
this image? - What tools were used to create this? -
What can you learmn from examining this image? - If
someons made this today, what would be different? -
What would be the same?

QUESTION

Inwite students to ask questions that lead
to more observations and reflections.

What do you wonder about__
who? - what? - when? - whee? - why? - how?

Help students to identify questions appropriate for further investigation, and to develop a research strategy for finding answers.
Samgile Question: What more do yow want o know, amd bowr can you find owt?

A few follow-up  Eeginning

activity ideas: Wniltea cgption for the image

Intermediate

Advamnced

Hove shudenrs evpand or alter textbook or other prinad’

For miove HpE O LSS [imany
SOLACES, GO 10

explandtions of fusiony besed on kmages they sty

ipSwww o gov.ieaciers

Selert an image Predict wihat will hapysen one minute affer
the scene shiown it the dmage. One howr after? Expdoin the
reasoning befund your predichions.

LBEARY.... o ooeoees

i

Worksheet sources:
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing Photographs and Prints.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/photo _analysis worksheet former.pdf
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http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/resources/Analyzing_Photographs_and_Prints.pdf
https://www.archives.gov/files/education/lessons/worksheets/photo_analysis_worksheet_former.pdf
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